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Hands-on Wildlife Display at AOI

by Dave Nutting

evolved into birds.

On Friday and Saturday, we had
groups sign up for a time slot to
listen to Mike tell of the amazingly
designed features of his live peregrine
falcon, Margaret. A
huge treat for several
was to actually hold
Margaret on their arm.
[ Kids and adults also

got to see, hold, and

feel various displays
of bear hides and
claws, a monster
¢ | sized snake skin,
e | and beautiful bird
™ pelts. Part of Mike's
display consisted of 80 bird
eggs ranging in size from tiny
hummingbird eggs to a football-

“Iam writing this just days after
AOQI's downstairs meeting
rooms became a hands-on bird and
wildlife exhibition on Oct 2-4. Mike
Smith, from nearby Utah, set
up his roaming, hands-on _
“museum.” This is a precursor
of the museum Mike plans to
construct in his home town
of Vernal. It was a great time
to witness God's creation —
hands on!

Everyone
experienced intense
beauty, God’s creative
artistry, and amazing
design features exhibited
by many birds and

mammals. Ellie Huspen (an intern
with us at AOI) kicked off the
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for His artistic creations of Scarlett
Macaws, Toucans, and Quetzals.
However, to hold the amazingly
soft pelt of the golden pheasant
and behold the beautiful, design of
other birds, allows an even deeper
appreciation for God’s handiwork.
We at AOI, and the participants of
this hands-on exhibition, thank Mike
Smith and cheer him on as he begins
to develop a museum in Vernal, Utah!
For the kids who were blessed to be
given a long, ring-necked
= pheasant tail feather to
take home, remember
that the features they
= ;  experienced at AOI’s
%! exhibition, did
' not result from
evolution! Also,
remember to
praise God for
His amazing
creative
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weekend on Thursday evening
with her “Birds are Not Dinosaurs”
PowerPoint® presentation. She did
a wonderful job debunking

evolutionary
assumptions that reptile
scales evolved into
feathers and that
theropod dinosaurs

| weighed over 1,000

sized elephant bird egg. This

giant bird (not a dinosaur!)

from Madagascar became
extinct in the 1700s. It
was over 10 feet tall and

pounds! How would you
like to try roasting that one
for your Thanksgiving
dinner?
| fully enjoyed
the intense
beauty of the
bird skins —
especially the
amazing colors
of the red/golden
pheasant! When
we give tours in Costa
Rica, participants praise God
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Meet Bird Expert, Mike Smith by pave nutting

Mike Smith loves birds. He
attributes this to an elderly
neighbor who was being nice

to him — a wandering, almost
“homeless,” 5-year-old kid.
“That started to sculpt
my life even though

| didn’t know there

was a God,” Mike said.
“She literally took me
under her wing (no pun
intended).” Cookies and
milk and her yard full of
birds really attracted him.
She showed him how to
catch a sparrow with a
crate, a stick, string, and
bird food. 5 days later: success!
After he excitedly held the

bird for a while, she told him
that he should release it. That

was sad for a young boy, but she

diverted his attention to the window
where a hummingbird sat on a small
nest with two tiny eggs. Later, the

eggs hatched, and Mike watched
hummingbird.
Trapping and

a formative event for

to a wildlife biology
degree and, for the

wildlife agencies.

In 1978, he first came to the Lord,
but it wasn't until about 2.5 years

as the baby chicks were
carefully fed by the mother

holding the sparrow was

77\ Mike. It later led him

next 30 years, trapping,
banding, and releasing
tens of thousands of birds
(plus bears, cougars, etc.) for federal

ago that he felt the call to do a
creation museum in Vernal, Utah.
He recounts that he was known as
the “Bird Guy” because of having
a lot of birds and bird “stuff.” A
sportsmens’ expo hired him to set
up a bird exhibit in his “podunk
town.” It was a secular thing, but
he worked hard for a few months
to set it up just right. Mike says, “I
was in my shop getting some stuff
prepared and | just felt like God
was saying ‘how about you doing
something for me? Why don't
you do a museum for me instead
of doing what you want to do?"”
Mike struggled with that for about
a month, but now he is working
toward God'’s goal, not his own.
We look forward to Mike's
museum coming to fruition! €

By Design Evidence for Nature’s Intelligent Designer - The God of the Bible by Dr. Jonathan Sarfati

get excited by many great

books. However, this one is
majorly astonishing! There are
325 full-color pages loaded with
photographs and illustrations in
this 9 x 11 inch hardback book.
Truly, I can’t imagine anyone
dismissing the reality of our
designer God if they read this
book. Skeptics might say, “We
can imagine how mutations,
coupled with natural selection,
might produce these features over
millions of years.”

First of all, the words “might”
and “imagine” are not scientific
words. If they say this, | would
wager that those peoples’ blind
commitment and bias toward
naturalistic evolution is obvious
and totally ignores the evidence!
A multitude of examples in this
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book defy slow and gradual
evolutionary mechanisms.
Going right along with the
design features
brought out in
the exhibition
mentioned on
page 1 of this
issue, there is a
great, illustrated
section on birds
by design — why
feathers did not
evolve from scales
(no dino to bird
evolution!). There
is also a section
on eyes by design,
origin of life, and a multitude of
practical evidences with enough
easy-to-read detail for those
wanting to dig deeper.
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The author of this book has
written many other creation books
that are hard for evolutionary
skeptics to answer. For
sure, this one will cause
the brain cells of many
entrenched skeptics to be
quite inflamed! That is, if
they are willing to read it!
However, the format and
huge amount of top-notch,
eye-catching pages will be
hard to ignore.

| say the book’s price
is worth every penny! If,
after reading it, you don’t
agree with me, ship it back
to AOI for a full refund!
Remember your purchase helps
the ministry of AOI. 325 pages,
glossy, full-color, hardback, $39
plus shipping. €
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The Amazing Avian Egg-Laying System

by Dave Nutting

had an opportunity to interview

Mike Smith when he put on the
bird and wildlife exhibition at our
AOI offices in October. Here is a
small piece from this interview.

Dave: So, Mike, tell me why

you get so excited about birds and
their reproductive system.
Mike: Well, because | like

birds! But there’s a term
called irreducible
complexity found
in a book
called

Darwin’s
Black
Box by Dr. | '
Michael N
Behe. That \
term certainly
applies to avian

reproduction. {k y

A bird’s reproductive |
system is an amazing ] }
assemblage of complex | |
parts working together %
to make an engineered
system that is
irreducible. It is as simple as
it can be and yet still function.
However, it is so complex that we
can’'t wrap our minds around it.
This system is basically the same
in a house sparrow, a robin, a
chicken, a condor, or an eagle.

At the start of the egg-laying
system, tiny egg follicles become
the yolk (A). As the yolk matures,
it moves out of the follicles and
goes into the infundibulum (B). (If
it's going to be fertilized it will be
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fertilized there.) This bare-naked
yolk spends a few minutes to an
hour there and then goes down
into what's called the magnum

portion of the
reproductive

tract (€). Once

there, the \
albumin is

applied y ”N
around _

the yolk.
The
albumin
is the
yucky
stuff
that
turns
white.
when
you
cook it.
That blob
of albumin
around that
— yoke is adhesive
enough to stay with
the yoke as it goes down the
reproductive tract. The inside of
the tract, which is spiraled like a
rifle barrel, spins the egg, evenly
distributing the albumin around
the egg as it heads further down
into what's called the isthmus (D).
There, it gets the shell
. membrane. The yolk and the
" albumin are wrapped with
this shell membrane similar to
being wrapped in two layers of
cellophane. There’s an outside
layer and there’s an inside
layer that's wrapped around
the albumin and the yolk.
Surprisingly, the shape of the
egg doesn’'t come from the shell.
It's already egg-shaped before it
goes into the shell gland. There,
calcium carbonate is applied to
the exterior of the egg. It’s like a
billion little spray guns forming
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this protective coating and decorating
it with various color pigments - white,
glossy red, green, etc.

After 12-15 hours, the shelled egg
goes from the shell gland (E) into
what's called the vagina (F). What's
crazy is that God designed this system
so that the egg’s little end which has
been going down the tract first, actually
rotates 180 degrees so that the larger
end pops out first as the egg is laid.

All this, plus many more designed
features couldn’t have evolved slowly
over millions of years because it had
to work correctly and precisely from
day one — with all the parts in exactly
the right order. An excellent, short
video about this can be seen at:
youtube/25nyZd7gbj4.

Mike added, “The evolutionists’
arguments against irreducible
complexity are mainly assertions that
Creation is ‘bunk’ and intelligent
design is ‘pseudo-science.” However,
their arguments are just a lot of
storytelling and hand waving. | can
say with certainty, after having studied
birds most of my life, God’s design is
amazing!” c»

What is Irreducible
Complexity?

Irreducible Complexity is the idea
that some systems containing
multiple parts can’t function unless
all parts are in place. Dr. Behe uses
an example of a mousetrap, which
requires the base, the catch, the
bar, the spring, and staples to hold
the assembly together. Eliminate
any of these components and
the mousetrap won't function as
needed. Therefore, a “mousetrap”
couldn’t have evolved from a
simpler mousetrap because a
simpler form doesn’t function at all.
Similarly, many complex
biological systems would not
function at all if any component
was missing. Therefore, they could
not have evolved over “millions of
years” via natural selection from
simpler systems by small changes.
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Director’s Column

by Dave Nutting

Several years
ago, Mary
Jo &I planned
to visit Costa
Rica on a special
anniversary trip.
Word got out
that we were
going and we were asked if we
would be willing to speak. Well,
of course! That led to many years
of Creation outreach at various
universities, churches, and even
public schools in Costa Rica.

While there, we were immersed
in the intense beauty and amazing
biodiversity all around us. Finally,
it dawned on us that we could
help offset some of the costs of
this productive outreach ministry
by offering creation tours of Costa
Rica. We thought people would
love to experience the multitude
examples of God’s creative design
with us.

Training with AOI

Receive in-depth creation
training to stand firmly and
teach creation to others! Join
us online via Zoom, or choose
from short-term, in-person
options. Email DaveNutting@
DiscoverCreation.org for
more info or to sign up.

For the last 10 years, groups have
enjoyed these creation tours and
experienced the intense greenery
and exquisite design of scarlet
macaws, toucans, quetzals, and
morpho butterflies (see T&B, July/
August, 2024). There is a myriad of
gorgeous flowering plants including
over 1,000 species of orchids.

How about joining us this coming
February? When you do, you will
likely marvel at God’s creative
design and take a thousand pictures!
Sorry, you can't bring a cuddly
looking sloth home. Go to the
following website for a day-by-day
overview of this tour — including
accommodations: DiscoverCreation.
org/camps-tours/costa-rica-creation-
adventure.

| Hope you can join us this year.
You'll be glad you did. Call 970-
523-9943 to reserve a spot soon as
you might need to get, or update
your passport. €&

Costa Rica Creation Tour

Feb. 23 — March 5, 2026

Want a seminar
in your area?

Contact us! AOI speakers are
scheduling for 2026. Email AOI@

DiscoverCreation.org or call
(970)523-9943.

Happy Thanksgiving!
Warmest wishes to all who
have partnered with us this
year. We thank you for your
encouragement and support.
May God richly bless you
during the holidays '
and throughout the
coming year. B

Please support AOI.

If our ministry has encouraged you,
please consider partnering with us
prayerfully and financially.

Discover the amazing beau y and design found in Costa Rica!
Call AOI at (970) 523-9943 or visit:
DiscoverCreation.org/lcamps-tours/costa-rica-creation-adventure/
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