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The Message of Hope

ave you noticed the

difference? People of the
Christian faith are exuberant about
this time of year. Thanksgiving,
Christmas, and later Holidays are
certainly times to be thankful.
Why? Because we are celebrating
a message of hope and expressing
gratitude for what God has done
and will yet do on our behalf.
Contrast this with the message of
atheistic evolution which has no
hope. Why celebrate anything?

Years ago, Mary Jo and | had
an opportunity to share for many
hours with a zoology graduate
student who claimed to be an
atheist. Near the end of our time
with him, he said that his parents
were atheists and that they were
getting old. Then he said, “You
know, there is not much hope
in atheism.” Boy, did he ever hit
the nail on the head! There is no
hope in atheism.

OK now, think from an
evolutionary, atheistic perspective.
Somehow the first life accidently
formed as a single cell in the
slime of a primordial pond. Later
generations evolved more and
more, turned into fish, and finally
crawled onto land to begin their
march to eventually become
humans after 3.5 billion years.

So looking back, according to this
perspective, people are nothing but
glorified pond slime. That doesn’t
sound like anything | want to
impress on my grandkids!
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The evolutionary heritage doesn’t
give much foundation on which to
build hope. The atheistic worldview
says there is no more to life than what
there is right now. In a short time,
we pass on, leaving little trace that
we were here before something else
(perhaps bacteria) finally surpasses
or destroys the human race and takes
a new direction in evolution. Our
individual lives, hopes, and dreams
really don't matter. Our only job is to
pass on our genes. Since there is no
afterlife in this view, we just pass out
of existence and into evolutionary
oblivion. Where's the hope in that?

Some atheists will debate this idea,
and say they find joy in each day and
hope in “leaving the world a better
place.” | suppose it's good that they
find good in life, but that doesn’t
negate the futility of their beliefs.
Maybe what they are really seeing,
in spite of their worldview, is the
goodness of God and His kindness,
even to the ungodly.
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For Christians who are celebrating
this season, we have a reason to
celebrate. There is hope! The whole
message of the Bible, including the
account of our Lord’s birth, the coming
of His Kingdom, and eternal life with
Him is a REAL message of hope. Jesus
is our Salvation, YES! But here and now
he is also our Creator, our Shepherd,
our Wisdom, our Comfort and our
HOPE! Think about all of that as we
celebrate this time of year. There is
quite a difference between the Biblical
and the atheistic worldviews. The
message of the Bible and Jesus” work in
our hearts and lives is certainly reason
to be thankful for the Thanksgiving and
Christmas season. We hope you share
your hope with others.

By the way, after our discussions
with the student mentioned earlier, and
through the prayers and patience of his
friends, he later became a Christian.

He saw the futility of the evolutionary,
atheistic worldview and found HOPE
in the Good News of Jesus Christ.
Praise the Lord! @»
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Boot Camps for teens and
college students. These are
meant to equip students
with the tools to stand
firmly under pressure when
confronting evolutionary
teaching. We are looking
forward to expanding these
camps in the future, with
the help of the Marianis,
who joined us in June. We
are grateful that God has
called them, prepared them,
and equipped them for this
ministry. We are also excited
about the completion of

By Dave & Mary Jo Nutting

We are grateful for God’s
grace, strength, and
provision-to share the
truth of God’s Word with
people of all ages this
year. One major highlight
includes the launching

of the Creation Action
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Director,s c0|uml'l by Dave Nutting P,ease 1

university university presentations. However, g support the :
tudent who there are hundreds of thousands =

had just become a more who need solid answers and mlmstry Of -

Christian was really a consistent witness of believers e AOl. -

excited to hear the who understand the issues and will % ~ -

creation program patiently bear with their questions

since evolution and skepticism. We wish we had This time of year is crucial for
was a blg stumblmg block in his a huge task force to help reach AOI since this is when a good
coming to know the Lord. He told them through live presentations, share of the funds to finish
us,“Evolution is a huge lie. It’s newsletters, blogs, website, and the year and propel us into
huge!” We praise God for the work  social media. For this, we need your the next traditionally come
of the campus pastor who was able  help. Please in. Please pray. Without these
to answer his questions and lead this ¢ PRAY for AOI staff and ministry. year-end gifts, the ministry
student to the Lord; but how many * Share the AOI website and is negatively impacted the
students are continually bombarded materials with others. following year. If you see the
by atheistic, evolutionary claims and ¢ Host a seminar, VBS, or camp in foundational importance of
don’t know there are answers? your area. the creation issue, please help

AOl is a small organization, yet * Get additional training so you us reach many more students

each year we are privileged to speak can share with your family and and adults by sending a
to thousands of “students” of all others. generous year-end gift — and
ages through many church seminars,  * Pray for the fall launch of our then commit to regularly
camps, children’s programs, and Creation Training Institute. supporting AOl in 2014. <

Give Life-Changing Gifts! New for 2014!

This year, give life-changing gifts such as the tremendous
books recently featured in T&B (The Global Flood,
The Genius of Ancient Man, and Chronicles of
Dinosauria). For each of these books you order this
Christmas season, we will include a free copy of

50 Archaeological Proofs for the Bible or Lanny
Johnson’s amazing book, The Hand of God. Also,
make sure you browse our website for a list of specials * New Family Camps
— some more than 50% off! These are all great books, and Tours

but we are overstocked! Visit: www.DiscoverCreation.
org/Specials.html (Offer expires Dec. 31, 2013.)

More activities, more
locations! Along with our
Creation Action Boot Camps,
AOl is offering brand new

~ creation opportunities for
2014 which include:

* Teen Whitewater
Creation Adventure

For more information, visit:

www.DiscoverCreation.org/
Camps.html

¢ Fall 2014 Launch!
Creation Training
Institute Pilot Class
For more information, visit:

www.DiscoverCreation.org/
TraininglInstitute.htm|
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