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Angry, Betrayed, Misled, but 
Saved at a VBS 

by Chantelle Miller 

[The following testimony is from 
Clzantelle Miller who came to the 
Lord after helping as an adult leader 
at a VBS conducted by AOI's 
children's ministry leaders, Lanny & 
Marilyn Johnson. Chantelle attended 
church through her youth, but had not 
been given the opportunity tc hear the 
truth--even at church!! She dropped 
out, rebelled, and had severe problems 
before finding the truth. Unfortu­
nately this is even more prevalent 
today. --Dave Nutting, Ed.] 

How do I feel when I hear or read 
statements like, "The earth is 

millions of years old," or, "If you 
have a backbone you descended from 
a fish?" I feel all the things I felt 
while I was growing up, before I 
learned the truth and before I ac-

with me. I feel angry, betrayed, 
misled, and, most of all, concerned .... 

create our world and all that is in it. 
Much of the time was spent with the 
family performing skits with puppets, 
a favorite of these being a large lion 
named "Eugene." Two of the most 
frequently used statements during the 
week were "It couldn't just happen 
and. "In the beginning, God .... " 
(Genesis 1:1). 

I listened to the lessons, sang the 
songs, heard the stories, and learned 
the verses, and slowly over that week, 
things began to sink in- how God 
made the world exactly the way He 
wanted it to be, how He designed all 
the creatures exactly as He wanted 
them to be, how He created man 
exactly how He wanted him to be. 
Over that week my 
eyes were opened 
and the truth I had 
been seeking-all 
those years finally 
entered my heart. 
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tears of joy were streaming down my 
face. I finally knew I was forgiven, 
and the feeling of acceptance and love 
was indescribable. 

This wonderful missionary 
father who had helped to open my 
eyes then said that-those who had just 
accepted Christ could go off with a 
leader and be helped to understand 
their new commitment to God. Yet, 
there I sat, carefully shielding myself 
from those around me, because I felt 
he was talking to the children, not to 
me. The adults were supposed to 
know all this already, yet I had not. 
So I stayed where I was. It has been 
almost three years since that week, 
and I no longer hide. I am now happy 
to smile and say I was saved. With 
the help of a giant, 6' lion puppet that 
travels with this missionary family 
and teaches "children" about creation 
and God's gift of life and salvation, 

the truth of 

[ .. . After all the grief] in 1997, a 
cataclysmic and spectacular event 
occurred in my life. It came about 
only because a friend, who is also a 
pastor's wife, asked if I would be 
willing to help with a community 
Vacation Bible School planned for 
that summer. That week began a new 
part of my life. All week I listened to 
this wonderful family [the Johnsons] 
bringing their faith to this group of 
children. The whole week was based 
on the week of Creation, what hap­
pened on each day as God worked to 

The last day of 
that Vacation Bible 
School the father in 
the missionary 
family asked all the 

"Eugene" and Lanny Johnson are an 
integral part of the Alpha Omega 
children's ministry teanz. 

creation was 
presented in a 
way even l could 
understand. I also 
now understand 
that I really was 
one of the 
children, because 
that is how God 
wants us to come 
to him, as a child. 

children to bow their heads and, for 
those who wanted, to ask God to 
come into their hearts and lives. 
There I sat, off to the side, my head 
bowed with my hair hanging to shield 
my face from those I was afraid 
would see. I was afraid they would 
see, that behind my personal wall, 

But, instead of dwelling on these 
feelings, I now know how to leave it 
all with God, and that is what I do. 
So now I will go on teaching my 
children and any others that ask about 
the truth. I will start at the beginning, 
with the Creation, for that is where it 
all began. GD 
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The Information of Life 
by Elizabeth Rohloff 

[Elizabeth Rohloff, from Vermont, is 
one of our summer interns. She has a 
real love for digging deeper into 
complex issues. It has been a real 
pleasure having her with us! - Dave 
Nutting] 

L ife is amazingly complex on the 
genetic level. All of the 

information that codes for life is 
contained within the DNA of a cell. 
Only within recent years have 
scientists really begun to unlock this 
genetic information and understand 
the message that life contains. 
Evolutionists hope that by comparing 
the genes of different organisms, life 
will finally be able to be placed in an 
evolutionary phylogeny (a branching 
tree), showing the ascent of life. 
However, because of the complexity 
of the gene and the DNA it contains, 
it appears that life holds only one 
message - the message of design. 

Within the cell nucleus, there are 
small bodies called chromosomes. 
Depending on the species, the 
number of chromosomes vary. 
Humans have 23 pairs of chromo­
somes, while other organisms may 
have more or less. The number of 
chromosomes an organism has does 
not necessarily mean that it is a more 
complex creature. For example, the 
dog has 39 pairs, the carp has 52 
while the lobster has 100. Chromosomes 
are merely the containers of DNA. 

DNA itself is a double-helix 
polymer. A polymer is simply a large 
molecule that is produced by several 
smaller units linking together and 
forming a chain. The subunits that 
compose DNA are called nucleotides, 
which are formed by one of four 
different bases: adenine, guanine, 
thymine, and cytosine. Every gene 
has several variations coded within 
it, known as alleles. Within the 

structure of the gene 
resides all of the 
information 
that makes us 
who we are, 
and the 
expression of 
a gene is 
contained 
within the different 
types of alleles. DNA 
codes for everything, 
from genetic disease to 
the color of our eyes. 

Because genes are 
constantly recombining and 
copying themselves, errors 
occur. While there are mechanisms 
within the cell that recognize and 
correct many of these errors, several 
still go unnoticed. These errors are 
known as mutations. There are 
several different types of mutations a 
gene can undergo: deletion, 
duplication, inversion, insertion, 
and transposition of any part of a 
gene. These mutations cause the 
genetic information in our bodies to 
break down and ultimately we lose 
genetic information. Because of this, 
the human race is constantly 
deteriorating , as the genetic 
information we carry and pass to 
our children continues to mutate or 
be lost. One of the foundational 
mechanisms for change sited by 
evolution is mutational change. 
However, mutations are almost 
always harmful, rarely neutral, and 
never beneficial, in the sense that 
they add information to our genetic 
makeup. Genetic mutation breaks 
down the inf01mation; it never builds 
up. 

Still, the amount of genetic 
information we carry in our bodies is 
astounding. When two sets of 
chromosomes split and recombine to 
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produce 
offspring, there 
are about 70 

DNA 
Molecule 

trillion different 
variations that can 
be produced because 
of the amount of 
information that is 
within the DNA. Because 
of the amazing variety 
contained within the gene it is 
easy to see how we get so many 
different expressions of the human 
race in the world today. Because of 
the mutations that occur genetically, it 
is also easy to understand the 
breakdown of genetic information 
and the onslaught of new diseases. 

The complexity of life on the 
genetic level appears to show that life 
was designed. Even today, with all of 
the technological advancement that is 
being done, the human gene is not 
fully understood or mapped. It is too 
complex to have arisen by chance or 
mutations. Life points to a designer, 
who had the ability and desire to 
create life to reflect Himself. G!) 
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The Human Genome Project 
An editorial by Elizabeth Rohloff 

"For God knows that in the day you 
eat of it your eyes will be opened, 

and you will be like God ... " 

T hroughout the ages one of man's 
largest goals has been to become 

like God. That is why, when we 
examine history, we see the rise and 
fall of great empires, the worship of 
rulers, as well as the eternal quest for 
immortality. We see accounts such as 

Adam and Eve, the Tower of 
Babel, and the Roman 

Empire, all stories of 
men in search to 

become like God. 

Chromosome 

Why is it then 
that while man 
strives to 
become like 
God, he also 
tries to prove 
that he is no 
more than 
an animal , 
no more 
than a 
product 

of evolution? It is around this 
oxymoron that man plays out his life, 
and it is my belief that the Human 
Genome Project is nothing more than 
an act in this great play. 

The Human Genome Project 
began formally around 1990, but the 
world really hadn't become aware of 
it until the last year or so. Since the 
recent breakthroughs made in genetic 
engineering and cloning, little else 
has been present in scientific news 
other than the study of genetics. The 
Human Genome Project was formed 
initially to identify all the genes in 
human DNA, to determine the 
sequences that compose DNA, and 
to store all of the information 
gathered into databases where it 
could be used in all factors of life 
science. This is of great importance 
because DNA is the carrier of all the 
information coded into our bodies 
that makes us who we are. Genomes 
are simply all the DNA in an organ­
ism, and there are about three billion 
pairs of bases that compose the 
human genome. By learning about 
the genome, scientists can better ~ 
address the mysteries of human 

------"b"'io"""'l"'"o.g . Because of all t e time 
money, and research put into this 
project, we now have the comple­

tion: a human genome, composed 
from six people, mapped out as 

a draft and placed into a 
database. So what does that 
mean? Where does that 
leave us? What does the 
future of humanity hold? 

There are several 
advances that can now be 
made in the science of 
genomics with this wealth 
of information right at our 

fingertips. Some of the 
applications of the genome 

project include improved 
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diagnosis of disease, early detection 
of genetic mutations, longer life, 
healthier organisms, better identifica­
tion of persons, screening for dis­
eased fetuses , and more possibility 
for genetic engineering. We can now 
accomplish what Hitler longed to do 
in a politically correct way - we can 
create the ultimate human race; we 
can be as gods. However, not only 
can we create a genetically pure race 
over time, but the hope for 
evolutionists is that the science of 
genomics can also help us understand 
evoluttiw and the_sup.pos.ed common 
tie we share with all other living 
organisms. The near completion of 
this project is a turning point in 
scientific history that will be 
recognized in later years. 

Can the Human Genome Project 
be supported by Christians? I don't 
think so. Since it allows us to screen 
our unborn children for genetic 
faults, it supports abortion. It allows 
us to justify evolution by pointing to 
the similarities between creatures at 
the genetic level [Especially since 
the great differences will likely be 
ignored in textbooks--Ed.]. And most 
importantly, it leads us down the 
path of the greatest lie ever told, the 
path of no disease, the path that at 
some point will lead to longer life 

d perhapsirnmru:tality.~f WJ 

follow that path, we are all guilty of 
the greatest sin ever committed, the 
sin that Adam and Eve committed 
and the sin that before them Satan 
fell prey to. We can be like God. We 
can now "create" the ideal human. 

One of the heads of the Genome 
Project, Francis Collins, said, "It is 
humbling for me and awe-inspiring 
to realize that we have caught the 
first glimpse of our own instruction 
book, previously known only to God." 
There is still a lot of work to do 
before the genome is completely 
deciphered and listed, but we are 
possibly just a step away from 
treading in forbidden knowledge. Gl) 



Summer 
Highlights 

Wow! This has been an awesome 
spring and summer for all of the 

AOI staff and volunteers. We are 
humbled by the ways we see Him work 
and that He allows us to be a part of 
His team. 

Opportunities have opened up at a 
local school to speak about the creation 
of the universe and problems with 
cosmological evolution. In both cases, 
students began asking questions about 
the big bang, creation, and finally 
about God and salvation. Pray the 
doors continue to remain open. 

The Johnsons and Eugene have 
taught nonstop at Vacation Bible 
Schools, Camps, and a youth missions 
trip. By the end of the summer, 55 kids 
put their trust in Christ as Savior with 
22 of those being at one VBS. 

The Stepaneks saw similar results 
while ministering to young people at 
other camps. One camper who heard 
Rich speak 3 years prior related how 
God used the Creation message to 
strengthen her faith and help her 
through the difficulties she was going 
through. 

The intern program was blessed 
with the additions of Ellizabeth 
Rohloff, and Gretchen Schrier. Not 
only did they learn about Creation, they 
helped with a myriad of tasks around 
the office and at the camps. Pray for 
them as they take what they have 
learned and use it in their own home 
states.~ 

Free Seminar 
"Case for Creation" 

Oct.13-14 at Calvaty Temple, 
Denver, CO, Info: (303) 799-9575 

• Dr. John Morris(ICR), 
• Doug Phillips, ESq.(ICR) 
• Dave Nutting(AOI) 

Starting in 
Grand Junction on 

September 18: 

Precept Study 
of Genesis 

With all the speculation 
on how the world and 

man came into being, does it 
really matter what the Bible has 
to say on this subject? Join us for 
an exciting, in-depth inductive 
study of the book of Genesis. 
This foundational study will help 
you understand God's Word, 
bring healing to your soul, and 
give direction to your life. 
Although this is first and fore­
most a Bible study, supplemen­
tal articles, video lectures, and 
optional field trips will help you 
learn to view science in a 
manner consistent with the 
truths of Scripture. Space is 
limited. Call now for more 
information, (970) 523-9943. 

Schedule of 
Events 

Sept. 10-17, Grand Jctn, CO River of Life 
Alliance, Randy Clark: (970) 241-9692 

Sept. 17-18, Chadron, NE Chadron Berean, 
Pastor Dan Williams: (308) 432-3379 

Sept. 17-24, Fruita, CO Grace Community 
Church, Call AOI (970) 523-9943 

Sept. 19-22, Elsmere, NE 
Anita Keys: (308)834-3379 

Sept. 24-25, O'Neill, NE Faith Comm., 
Pastor Paul Harder: (402) 336-3591 

Sept. 26-28 Aurora-Grand Island, NE 
Larry & Aimee Benson: (308) 687-6096 

Sept. 29-30 Hastings, NE 
Dave & Karen Demick: (402) 463-1441 

Oct. 1-2 Fremont, NE Fremont Berean Bible, 
Pastor Steve Watson: (402) 463-1441 
Oct. 2-6 Jackson Hole, WY Jackson Hole 

Bible College Field Study Trip 
Oct. 3-5 Orchard, NE Orchard EV Free 

Bill Knievel: (402) 893-2555 
Oct. 7-8 Omaha, NE Comm Baptist Church, 

Manuel Cruz: (402) 731-0896 
Oct. 10-12 Braddyville, lA Ryan & Christina 

Potts: (712) 589-3645 
Oct. 13-14 Denver, CO, ICR "Case for 

Creation" Seminar, Calvary Temple: 
(303) 589-3645 

Oct. 15 St. Francis, KS 1 rst Baptist 
J.W. Glidewell : (785) 332-3921 

Oct. 16-20 Oberlin, KS Church of Christ 
Bill Duncan: (785) 475-3259 

Oct. 21-25 Goodland, KS Goodland Bible 
Alan Coon: (785) 899-6400 

Oct. 30- Nov 3 Jackson Hole, WY Jackson 
Hole Bible College Field Study Trip 

Nov. 17, 18, & 19 Loveland, CO 
Craig Swing: (970) 461-0725 

Nov. 24-25 Kearney, NE 
Nebraska State Christian Convention, 
Jenny Schmitt: (402) 293-1700 

MICHAEL 
AOI Bene~~!} D 

Thurs. Sept. 28, 7pm at 
Canyon View Vineyard Church 

736 24 Y2Rd., Grand J ct, CO 81505 
Cost: $10 (advance) 

ALPHA OMEGA INSTITUTE 

$12 (at the door) 
Sponsored by AOI and KJOU KDRII 

call: (970) 523-9943 
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