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Teaching Creation in Schools
(by Dave Nutting)

I recently attended the International Conference on
Creation in Pittsburg, Pennsylvania, where I not only had
opportunity to listen to top-notch creation scientists from
all over the world, but also had an opportunity to speak
about presenting creation in the public school classroom as
a guest speaker. Several teachers also shared how they taught
counter arguments to evolution in their classrooms.

One of the issues addressed was the legality of teach-
ing on the creation/evolution issue. The consensus was that
itis legal. Unfortunately even though it is legal, some have
still lost their jobs for doing so and many have come under
attack for merely presenting scientific arguments against evo-
lution. You might ask, “Where is academic freedom?”

In the Notes & Quotes section, Dr. Dean Kenyon’s
experience with “academic freedom” at San Francisco State
University is given. He was successful in his arduous battle
not only because he was very well qualified, but because he
was tenured. Unfortunately, not all tenured faculty fare as
well and many untenured teachers are quietly dismissed from
their positions with no reason given for their dismissal.

This infringement of academic freedom happened to
me at a college where I used to teach. In my Statistics class,
I illustrated the concept I was teaching by giving an ex-
ample from the creation vs. evolution debate. Most of the
students enjoyed the short presentation and understood the
concept. One student, however, informed the Department
Chairman who headed straight for my classroom. He said
that he had been told that [ was “preaching religion” in the
classroom. After I repeated exactly what I had said, he agreed
it was not religion; yet he told me that the creation/evolution
topic was a touchy subject which I had better drop. So
much for academic freedom.

Later, I gave an evening program on the fallacies of
evolution for a Christian student group at the college. Very
shortly afterward, I was notified that my contract would not
be renewed the next fall. Since I was not a tenured profes-
sor, they did not have to supply a reason for letting me go.

Someone at the conference referenced a poll which
showed that at least 5% of all scientists are creationists.
That makes at least 50,000 scientists. Many teachers are
also creationists. Why aren’t they all standing up and mak-
ing it known? It is partly because of the fear of losing a job
-- a very real danger. Many teachers are waiting for tenure
before they make creationist claims so they can’t be fired
as easily. It is easy to understand the dilemma. You often
hear of the “publish or perish” policies of many universi-
ties, but not so often of this “speak and perish™ scenario.

Even though this kind of attack on academic freedom
is occurring nationwide, I still recommend taking a firm stand.
Whether or not you actually present the counter arguments
against evolution or show a positive creation alternative, at
least let the students know that you are not a supporter of
the evolutionary theory. Otherwise they can easily get the
mistaken idea that every teacher and scientist accepts evo-
lution. Unless enough people stand for the truth, the next
generation will have an even harder battle to face.

“This salty

water, but
it sure beats
' no water!”
See Spotlight
on Science.
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% %k Upcoming Events % %

Please pray for these events. Thanks!
(N=Nutting. J=Johnson, S=Stcpanck)

Creation Seminars

Sep 20-21: Weskan, KS: Risen King Community Church (JS)
Contact Lylc Leach 785-943-5416

Sep 22-24: Sharon Springs, KS: Wesleyan Church (JS)
Contact Debbic Frasier 913-852-4837

Sept 25-26: Goodland, KS: Grace Fellowship (JS)
Contact Steve Kellet 785-899-2651

Sept 27-28: Arapaho, CO: (JS)
Contact Tom Burch 719-767-5598

Sep 30-Oct 1: Quniter, KS: Community Seminar (JS)
Contact Stan & Debbie Smith 785-754-3521

Oct 4-5: Olathe, KS: Olathc Cornerstonc Community Church (JS)
Contact Ron Fischer 816-995-3567

Oct 6-8: Bellevue, NE: Bercan Church (JS)
Contact David Newell 402-331-7901

Oct 10: Oklahoma City, OK: Science on Trial Symposium (N)
Contact Creation Truth Foundation 1-888-578-7884

Oct 14: Gothenburg, NE: Evangelical Frec Church AWANA (J)
Contact Rick Rhemert 308-537-2261

Oct 22: Parker, CO: Faith Baptist (Area Homeschool Group) (JS)
Contact Laura Nyquist 303-805-7801

Oct 23: Loveland, CO: Arca Homeschool Group (JS)
Contact Susan Wittemore 303-805-7801

Youth Rallies with Concert & Creation Message
(Tim & Dave Nutting)

Sep 26: Salt Lake City: Vineyard Christian Fellowship
Contact Church 801-255-5029
Sep 27: Meridian, ID: (Boise Area) Ten Mile Community Church
Contact Church 208-362-2620
Sept 28-29: Eugene, OR: Gardenway Church
Contact Ed Heaton 541-746-1697
Sep 30-Oct 1: McMinnville, OR: Location TBA
Contact Carol Hofelmann 503-852-7961
Oct 4: Sheridan, OR: Trinity Lutheran Church
Contact Church 503-843-4747
Oct 7: Beaverton, OR: (Portland Area) Pilgrim Lutheran Church
Contact Andrea at the church 503-644-4656
Oct 9: Idaho Falls, ID: Location TBA
Contact Gordon Boyle 208-529-6823
Oct 11-12: Pinedale, WY: Pinedale Community Church
Contact Church 307-367-4168
Oct 13: Gillette, WY: Family Life Church
Contact Shauna Hansen 307-687-1907
Oct 17: Grand Junction, CO: Clifton Christian --Area Youth Rally
Contact Lynette 970-255-0894

% %k GOOD NEWS %k %

We are delighted that Eden Communications no
longer requires a special license for public viewing of
their videos. These are high-quality, professionally-donc
videos with excellent content and visuals. We encour-
age you to show them to your church, youth group, or
anybody else you can get to view them. If you don’t
have them, order some today!

The Origins Series (6 Great Videos -- $99)
Genesis Solution ($19.95)

Great Dinosaur Mystery ($19.95)

The World That Perished ($19.95)

The Case for Creation (19.95)

% % Resource Center News % %

(1 Science Classes: Dorothy Hahn is teaching a spe-
cial pilot program in hands-on, creation-bascd science
in Montrose and Rifle, CO, for homeschool students
in grades K-8. Students will learn morc about God and
His wonderful world through careful observation of
what He has revealed in His Word and World.

( Library: The Library is open for use and growing
as items and finances are donated for this purpose.

(1 Science Fair: Plans are being made for the AOI
Elementary and Secondary Science Fairs in the early
spring. Workshops are being planned. Call Dorothy
for more information.

Would you like to host an exciting
Creation Seminar, Children’s Program,
or Youth Rally? Contact us for more
information. 970-523-9443
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