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Fact or Assumption
By Mary Jo Nutting

The ability to distinguish fact from assumption is
an invaluable skill in our complex society, yet most
schools do little to foster this ability. Schools in
general deal with a mass of information that students
are expected to memorize without question and then
regurgitate on a test. Very seldom are students
asked to critically analyze this information for
accuracy or implications. Rarely are they encouraged
to distinguish between actual observations and the
interpretation of these observations.

“Facts’ or data are bits of information that can
actually be observed or measured like size, color,
temperature, chemical composition, time, date, etc.
Interpretation of data, on the other hand, is more
subjective. It deals with the relevance or meaning
of the raw data, and may involve correlation of a
variety of observations. Interpretation of data
depends upon past experience, personal biases,
assumptions, and intuition. These factors may
actually influence what questions are asked, what
type of data is collected, and even what type of
research is funded.

Some assumptions are, of course, necessary to
make scientific |nvest|gat|on meanlngful The pro-
blem arises when one accepts these assumptions
as ‘“laws of the universe” or when one adopts
more specific assumptions that cause misinter-
pretation of the data. These misinterpretations,
then, are often later printed as *“fact.” In the search
for truth and understanding, it is important to
examine our assumptions to see if they are reason-
able. Do they fit with all relevant data? Are they
consistent with known facts of science and history?

Dlstlngwshlng between “fact” and assumption,
admittedly is not always easy as one reads the
literature. That ability depends upon prior
experience and knowledge. One must ask the right
questions and critically examine each textbook

statement. The first section of “Notes & Quotes”
this month gives several quotations out of common
books. As you read each one, try to determine
if it is fact or assumption. Ask yourself How can
| tell if it is true? Can it be measured? Can
it be tested? Can it be observed in nature?
Would others most likely make the same obser-
vations? Is there another way to view this
information?

One of the most basic assumptions a person
must make is whether to accept the Bible as
the revealed Word of God. Acceptance or rejection
significantly colors a person’s scientific inter-
pretation of the natural world. Each person must
decide for himself on this important assumption,
but such an important decision should surely be
based on careful investigation and consideration
and not on heresay. Many reject the Bible without
ever reading it. That makes about as much sense
as saying you don’t like apple pie without ever
trying it. We urge you to taste, then think.
and believe.
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K. Recent Events ¥

You’'ve probably noticed that this newsletter is a
little late! That is a fact. Praise the Lord! We have
been very busy. During our 6 weeks in San Diego,
Mary Jo had the opportunity to take a class in
embryology and Dave finished up his research on
the deposition of salt. Since we were under a tight
time deadline, Dave averaged what seemed to be
50 hours per day trying to finish his work before
returning to Colorado. We’re thankful that it's done!

Labor Day weekend was spent at the Camp
Id-Ra-Ha-Je Family Camp where we held a creation
seminar. The high interest shown by the participants
was encouraging. That camp really showed us the
need to do more family camps and student camps
since the atmosphere was so conducive to our
message. Unfortunately, Dave was attacked by
ferocious ticks while camping a few days later and
contracted tick fever which put him totally out of
commission for two weeks.

Returning to Grand Junction, the project of
‘‘catching up” caught up with us. Have you ever
been away for 3 months? Boy do things ever pile
up! So if you haven't received some long overdue
personal communications, please be patient just a
little while longer. We have also been speaking in
this area, including an all-day seminar at New Horizons
Church, another one at Cornerstone Christian School,
a 4 week Sunday School series at Redlands
Community Church, and lectures at various
churches, schools, and Bible Studies. We also
participated in the Western Slope Church Ministries
Convention where several contacted us for future
presentations.

Alpha Qwmega
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Grand Junction, CO 81502
(303) 245-5906

Would you like additional information
about any one of the condensed articles
or on another subject that we haven't even
touched upon as yet? Write to us and we
will gladly send you some.

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED

One of the areas that is crucial to develop is the
science enrichment program for the private schools
in this area. We've started this program with
presentations to the schools and with field trips.
Many other methods for reaching the students
are planned but will soon demand additional
workers.

As this publication goes to press, we are heading
for Western State College in Gunnison to give a
presentation. We hope to have many more similar
opportunities.

e A Upcoming Events ¥

November 11

Covenant Presbyterian Church,
Clifton, CO Contact church staff
First Assembly of God, Grand
Junction, CO Ministerial Alliance
luncheon.

November 16, 17, 18 Weekend Seminar, Vernal, UT
Contact Herb Stoneman, 801-
789-7343.

Valley Bible, Grand Junction,
CO Ladies Brunch Contact
Mary Ann Ryan 243-2297.
Christian Life Center, Grand
Junction, CO Contact Church
staff.

Jr-Sr High Snow camp, Camp
Id-Ra-Ha-Je, Somerset CO.
Contact Dale Smith,
303-929-5221.

Weekend Seminar, Redlands
Community Church, Grand
Junction, CO Contact us
245-5906.

November 15

December 4

December 9

December 26-29

January 19
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