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Remembering
(oy Dave and Mary Jo Nutting)

Our son, Tim, is currently taking a Discipleship
Training School with Youth With a Mission. He called
recently requesting that we write down for him some of
the ways in which God has worked in our family's life
in the past. That was just the nudge Mary Jo
needed to begin, since just that afternoon she had
been thinking of the very same thing. We have been
really blessed as we have dug back into the past to
remember God's faithfulness to us over the years.

In the Old Testament, God frequently told his people
to look back and remember. He even instituted
special celebrations to help them remember significant
events and pass them on to their children and
grandchildren. Remembering helps to put things into
perspective and should lead to grateful thanksgiving as
we see how God has worked on our behalf.

As 1994 draws to a close and we complete our
10th year as Alpha Omega Institute, we want to
remember and thank God for what He has done. We
have been challenged by more speaking than ever
before and by the need to trust God to provide for the
Creation Puppeteers as well as for our own family and
the other needs of Alpha Omega Institute. God has
been faithful. He has given strength to continue and
provided for our daily needs. We are thankful.

As we look further back and remember, we can't
help but praise God for the people He has used to
influence our lives. Where would we have been
today if Dr. Duane Gish had never written Evolution:
The Fossils Say No!? God used that little book to
begin delivering us from the chains of evolutionary
thinking and start us on the path to completely trusting
His Word. Thank you for being faithful to God's call,
and for your frequent encouragement Dr. Gish. We

think about Dr. Henry Motris and the time he took to
come to where we were teaching at a small college in
Sitka, Alaska. His talks and books have been
invaluable to us in learning about Creation and the
Flood -- his life a real example of how to take an
uncompromising stand for God's Word, yet do it with
gentleness and reverence. We love and appreciate
you, Dr. Morris. We think of Dr. Walter Lang's great
devotion to the truth of Scripture, his indomitable
energy in defending creation, and his encouragement
in the early days of this ministry. We hope we have
your "stick-to-it,” Pastor Lang.

Then there are so many others who have helped us
along the way: our professors at ICR, our pastors, our
families, and our friends. Our lives are enriched
because of you! We appreciate those of you who
contribute to this ministry financially or as volunteers.
We couldn't be ministering without you. We are deeply
grateful for those who support us regularly in prayer,
for the battle really is the Lord's. Keep on praying for
strength and health to keep on moving forward.

Most of all, we thank our God, who created us,
redeemed us, and sustains us day by day. To Him
be the glory and honor and praise forever!

We Remember & Nive Shanks!






Scientific Study on the Age of High School Students

(Dr. Steven Austin has generously allowed us to use
his excellent analogy in the foliowing article. It clearly
points out the difficulty of attempting to date anything in
the past "scientifically.” We have modified it a bit and
added our own comments and conclusions.)

Several years ago, some friendly extraterrestrial
scientists visited Planet Earth, wanting to settle once and
for all the age of high school students on Earth. It seems
a big controversy had been raging on their home planet.
Some said the students were fairly young, while others
thought they were much older. When students were
asked their age, they replied "fifteen,” or "sixteen™ or
something ciose, but when asked to prove it they could
not. Many produced a driver's license or birth certificate
as "evidence,” but the ET's were unwilling to accept these
forms of written documentation. They wanted an
objective, "scientific" way of "proving" the age, so they
devised a "scientific" investigation.

For three years they studied the students, carefully
documenting the amount they grew each year. They
found that the average rate of growth of their study group
was 1" per year and the average height of students at the
end of the study period was 65". Simple calculations
showed the students must be about 65 years old. This
surprised the ET'S a bit, since it conflicted drasticaily with
the oral testimony of the students, eye-witness reports by
their mothers, and historical documents such as birth
certificates, but being good scientists, they designed
another study to see if they could confirm their results.

For three more years they studied high school
students, this time measuring average weight gain. They
found an average gain of 2 pounds per year and the
average ending weight of 130 pounds. Simple division
showed this second study confirmed the first one --
students were about 65 years old. The written documents
and eye-witness reports must be fictitious or in error.

Back on their home planet, they published their
findings. Newspaper headlines flashed the results:
"Scientific Studies Prove Students on Planet Earth Sixty-
five Years Old." Textbooks and museums also picked up
the story and it quickly became established "fact.”

This creative analogy exposes the difficulty of trying to
"scientifically prove" anything about the past. Why did the
ET's arrive at such erroneous results? Notice their two
main assumptions: (1) they assumed students grew at the
same rate all their life {constant growth rate), and (2) they
assumed the students were zero inches long at birth
(initial starting condition). Had they been there when the
students were born and watched them throughout their
growing years, they would have known these assumptions
were faulty. however, they based their conclusions on
their limited observations.

When it comes to determining the age of the earth or
universe, scientists today have the same limitations, and
consequently, the same risk of serious error. They were
not there to observe initial starting conditions nor to watch
the entire process to determine constant rates of growth
or decay. Therefore, they have no way of knowing if their
conclusions are right or wrong. For example, the
radioactive decay methods are based on relative amounts
of various isotopes (forms of atoms) and radioactive decay
rates. The problem is we have no way of knowing what
the starting conditions were. Neither do we know for sure
that the decay rates have been constant over the
supposed "billions"” of years nor that certain products have
not been leached from the sample or otherwise altered.
Since no one was there at the start, there is no way to
test the accuracy of these assumptions.

The only way to test the reliability of such a test would
be to date things of known historical age and see how test
results compare. This has been done, but, as one
evolutionary geologist admitted, "You can't use radioactive
decay methods on recent objects. ... Every time you do
they give you horrible results.” If they are not reliable on
things of known age, why should we trust them on things
of unknown age?

There are many dating methods which seem to
indicate that the earth is relatively young. (See Notes and
Quotes.) Most of these have the same limitations as
illustrated by the above analogy, though. However, the
book of Genesis contains a historical record and an
"eyewitness” report which concurs with these young age
conclusions and adds weight to the young age "scientific"
dating methods. Of course, many scientists reject these
historical evidences (just as the ET'S rejected the birth
certificates and eye-witness reports), but rejecting them is
not the same as disproving them. The Bible has proven
accurate time and time again in confirming historical facts,
and the character of the "eye-witness,” God Himself, is
impeccable.

Evolutionists who reject the Bible are in a similar
situation to the ET's or to someone coming into the middle
of a movie. They have lots of questions and nothing
makes much sense. They try to discover what happened
"in the beginning" by making assumptions and
extrapolating from present-day observations. Their
conclusions may be far from accurate though.

Bible-believing Christians accept the "inside story,” and
find it compatible with their observations of nature.
Vicariously, they were "there" "in the beginning,” so the
rest of the story makes sense.

Do you want to make sense of what you see going on
in the world today? Then read the beginning of the story,
and believe the One who wrote it.



EVENTS

(Call local contact for ime and place.)
(*J" indicates Johnsons, "N* Nuttings, “B" both)

Jan 22: Fort Morgan, CO: Life Fellowship (B)
Contact: Kurt Miller 303-867-7939.

Jan 23-24: McPherson, KS: First Baptist (B)
Contact: Church Office 316-241-6400.

Jan 27-Feb 23: Texas Trip: Ft. Worth, Austin, Houston, Waco,
San Antonio, Boerne, Port LaVaca, Fredericksburg, et.al. (B)
Exact itinerary is still being arranged at time of printing.
Contact us for details: 303-245-5906.

Feb 26: Mountain Grove, MO: First Free Will Baptist (B)
Contact Tim Smith 417-926-4047.

Feb 27-28: Springfleid, MO Location TBA (B)

Contact Doug or Amber Vimig 417-744-2043.

Mar 1-2: Joplin, MO: Location TBA (B)

Contact Rick or Tem Smith 314-781-3041.

Mar 5: Broomfleld, CO: Calvary Evan. Free (B)

Contact Church 303-466-39750 or Jerry McKamy 303-753-4164.

Mar 24-Ap 2: ICR Grand Canyon Adventure (N)

Contact ICR 619-448-0900.

Ap 3-8: Winter Park, CO: Snow Mtn Creatior/Ski Adventure (B)
Contact us, 303-245-5806.

Ap 5-6: Estes Park, CO: Nat. Homeschool BB Toum (N)
Contact FEAST 210-692-7214. (Toum. Ap. 2-8)

Snow Mountain Creation/Ski Adventure:

Winter Park, CO: April 3-8, 1995

Twin Peaks Family Science Adventure:
Collbran, CO: July 2-7, 1995

Redcloud Family Mountain Adventures:
Lake City, CO: Aug 13-18 and 20-25, 1995
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CREATION VACATIONS

Have you ever dreamed of taking an exciting
Colorado mountain adventure? Would you also fike to
learn more about God's wonderful creation and be
better prepared to "make a defense" for your faith? Then,
come 10 one of our exciting 1995 "Vacations with a
Purpose” and fulfill two dreams in one.

These high quality learning vacations are great for
the whole family. Start your day with a generous country
breakfast and a God-honoring time of praise and worship.
Then discover fascinating evidence of God's handiwork
with slide-illustrated creation presentations by Dave and
Mary Jo Nutting. Meanwhile, Aipha Omega'’s Creation
Puppeteers will direct your children in an enjoyable time
of learning through puppets, slide-shows, and hands-on
activities. After a delicious lunch, try an exciting activity
like skiing, horseback riding, rappelling, ropes course,
tishing, hiking, archery, or canoeing, or just relax and
enjoy the beauty of God's creation. !f you'd like, watch
an informative creation video before dinner. Then round
off your day with another scrumptious meal, a time of
worship, a special creation program, and free time for
fellowship or reiaxation. You'll be ready to hit the sack
and enjoy pleasant dreams!

The first 1995 Adventure is Snow Mountain
Creation/Ski Adventure (April 3-8, 1995). (Yes, we do
expect snow! Last year there was still a 90 inch base
plus 2 feet of fresh powder on the upper slopes!
Beginners slopes had great snow too!) One full day and
every afternoon are reserved for relaxing and recreation.

All our adventures are offered at a very affordable
price and are valuable learning experiences. Singles
and couples without children are welcome too!
Grandparents, how about bringing your grandchildren?
There's something for everyone. Come join us for a
week of fun, fellowship and learning!
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