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Evolution: An Old Idea

by Dave & Mary Jo Nutting

Many people believe that Darwin originated the
idea of evolution. Actually, the idea has been
around for a very long time. Two thousand years
before Christ, the Chinese believed that evolution
had occurred from simple plants on up through
grubs, insects, birds, leopards, and horses to
man. The ancient religions of India had an evolu-
tionary base, as did those of the Persians, Syrians,
and Egyptians. In fact, the only ancient religion
that did not have an evolutionary base was the
Hebrew religion (Morris, Henry. The Troubled Waters of
Evolution. p. 68)

Aristotle and other influential Greek philoso-
phers accepted evolutionary ideas similar to those
advanced today. While many of these philoso-
phers were outright atheists, some believed in
God, yet rejected Divine revelation and inter-
vention in human affairs. Although many of
Aristotle’s views are now known to be wrong, they
were considered authoritative in science for
hundreds of years and had an impact even on the
early Christian church. Although most Christians
accepted the Biblical account of Creation and the
Flood as accurate history, some of the church
leaders began to look for rationalistic explanations
of Biblical miracles or to interpret them in a sym-
bolic way. This led to questioning the historical
accuracy of the Scriptures and to doubting Divine
intervention in the affairs of men.

In the 1700’s and 1800’s, great strides were
made in understanding the physical world through
careful scientific investigation. Men like Newton,
Boyle, Kepler, Pascal and others made great
discoveries during this era. Most of these great
men of science accepted the Bible as literal
history and believed in a literal Creation and
Flood. At the same time, though, there was a
move by others to look for purely rationalistic and
materialistic ways to understand earth history.

Men like Descartes and Rousseau viewed God
as uninterested and uninvolved with His creation.
Miracles were rejected and naturalistic explana-
tions were sought.

This, then, was the intellectual climate which
set the stage for wide-spread acceptance of
evolution in Europe. In addition, many people
were tired of the dogmatism and over-bearing
authority of the church (at that time more of a
political institution than a spiritual one). They were
ready for a change.

Darwin was not the first to propose an evolu-
tionary model. Lamarck and others (including
Erasmus Darwin, Charles Darwin’s grandfather)
had already put forth the major tenets of evolu-
tion. Men like Hutton and Lyell had already reinter-
preted the rock layers and fossils as evidence of
long ages rather than evidence of a world-wide
catastrophic flood. Darwin drew heavily upon
these earlier works. His ideas caught on quickly
because the climate was ripe for (R)evolution.
Evolution became the scientific justification for
rejecting God.
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