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Different Colored Glasses

By Dave & Mary Jo Nutting

We recently had the opportunity to lead a field
excursion to the bottom of the Grand Canyon (and
back up!). The trip was sponsored by the Institute
for Creation Research. Our mission was to pre-
sent the biology and the geologic history of the
canyon from a creationist perspective. We believe
that we learned as much as those we were
teaching!

As we talked to visitors on the rim and listened
to ranger talks, we realized again that we were
looking through “‘different colored glasses” than
most of them. For most , the canyon represents
millions of years of slow, gradual deposition, uplift,
and final erosion by the Colorado River. This is the
standard model taught by the National Park
Service and boldly displayed in the visitor's center
and on interpretive signs. We might call it the “‘little
water, lots of time’” model.

As we looked at the canyon through our ““differ-
ent colored glasses,”” however, we were able to
see evidence for a different scenario entirely —
one which involved lots of water and very little time.
We found ample evidence for rapid deposition of
the layers of sediment and later fast erosion of the
canyon by tremendous amounts of water (see
Spotlight on Science). Even though this is a
plausible interpretation, it is not even mentioned
by Park officiais.

Did our ‘“different colored glasses’ have
anything to do with the differences in interpreta-
tion? These ““glasses’ are the inherent biases and
underlying assumptions which everyone ‘‘wears”
all the time. We all look at the same basic facts,
but our interpretations differ according to the color
of our ““glasses.” Our bias affects everything we
do — every quesiton we ask, every explanation

we are willing to consider. Since we are fallible
human beings who can never know everything, we
can never ‘“‘prove’’ scientifically which is the corect
interpretation. The best we can do after much
study is to arrive at tentative solutions based on
the available facts.

However, the One Who claims to know every-
thing has given us His explanation in the Bible.
The biblical account of creation, the fall and the
flood makes sense. It is consistent with the observ-
able facts of nature. It has never been disproven
— only rejected by those whom Peter calls “‘will-
fully ignorant.” In the end, the question is, whose
words are you willing to accept — the words of
fallible men who were not there and who can never
know everything or the Word of God Who claims
He was there and Who claims He knows
everything?
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The Grand Canyon-
A Lot of Time or A Lot of Water?
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Many people don't realize the importance of the
creation/evolution issue. In his book, The Lie, Ken Ham
(1987, Master Books) clearly and concisely discusses
bias, the limitations of science, and the foundational
nature of the Book of Genesis. The many helpful
diagrams and cartoon type illustrations help to
crystallize the message in an unforgettable way. Here
are some classic quotes from The Lie:

It is not a matter of whether one is biased or not.
it is really a question of which bias is the best bias
with which to be biased. (p. 9)

The whole issue revolves around whether we
believe the words of God who was there, or the
words of fallible humans (no matter how qualified)
who were not there. (p. 8)

The controversy is not religion versus science, as
the evolutionists try to make out. It is religion ver-
sus religion, the science of one religion versus the
science of the other (p. 12)

This book is excellent for people who are caught
in the middle and say they believe in both creation and
evolution. It clearly delineates the issue and encour-
ages Christians to take a bold stand for the truth of
the Scriptures. We highly recommend it! Order your
copy today! (Available from Alpha Omega Institute for
$14.00 which includes shipping. Hardback.)

God’s Beautiful World
As you marvel at the beauty of our wonderful world,
have you ever stopped to think that this is really the
destroyed earth? It's what's left after the judgment of
the Flood. The beauty we see here can never com-
pare to the beauty of the originally created earth, nor
to the splendor of the “new heavens’’ and “new earth”’

He is preparing for those who love Him.
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Last Call for Family Camp!

There are still a few openings for this year’s Crea-
tion Family Camp. Besides all of the usual fun, we will
be having a full creationism conference. Joining us this
year will be Chuck Roessger with his furry friends for
live animal talks. We really believe all participants will
be blessed. If you're undecided, listen to what one of
last year’s participants wrote:

Thank you very much for the wonderful week
at Camp Redcloud this last summer. It was much
more than | and my family expected. We made
many new friends there and got better acquainted
with the both of you. Both the Creationism pro-
gram and the recreational activities were outstand-
ing and rejuvenating. It was a once in a lifetime
experience none of us will ever forget. We remain
much indebted to you and the staff at Camp
Redcloud for all that you both did to make this
grand experience of a lifetime available to us.

(F.H., Oregon)

This year’s camp will be at Meadowdale Ranch in
the beautiful mountains near Rocky Mountain National
Park. The cost for a family of 4 is less than $400. Don’t
miss out on a wonderful family vacation. Caill NOW
to reserve your spot!
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