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In the Image of God

By Dave and Mary Jo Nutting

Where did man originate? Were his ancestors some
kind of ape or was he created as man? Does it really
make any difference anyway? The atheistic evolutionist
has no doubt that man came from some kind of animal
ancestors. Many Christians also accept this idea,
though they believe that God somehow directed evolu-
tion or stepped in at some time to inject a “‘soul’ into
man. Other Christians believe that man was specially
created as man, ‘‘in the image of God.”” How can we
evaluate these different positions? What is the
evidence?

We will deal with some of the fossil evidence on
page 3, but let’s examine Biblical evidence here. The
Bible says, “And God created man in His own image,
in the image of God He created him; male and female
He created them” (Gen. 1:27). Can this passage be
taken literally or is it just a myth?

First of all, the Genesis account of creation week
is written in a straight-forward, historical manner. There
is noting about the account itself that would indicate
that it is mythical. Later Biblical writers accept it as
historical and speak of Adam as a real person. Paul
refers to Adam as ‘“‘the first man’’ in | Cor. 15:45 and
says that Adam was formed first, then Eve (I Tim. 2:13).
In Romans 5 he states that death reigned from Adam
to Moses and then goes on to compare and contrast
Adam with Jesus Christ. Evidently Paul, a distin-
guished, well-trained Hebrew scholar, accepted the
Genesis account as history. Luke, a trained physician,
also accepted it. Note the detailed genealogy in Luke
3 which goes all the way back to Adam. Even Jesus
Himself quoted the first part of Genesis when teaching
about marriage (Matt. 19:5). Thus, it seems reasonable
to accept the historical accuracy of the Genesis
account.

Furthermore, the Bible says that “through one man
sin entered into the world, and death through sin”

(Rom. 5:12). Adam’s act of deliberate disobedience
had enormous effects, resulting not only in his own
death (first spiritual and later physical), but also in the
subjection of the entire creation to corruption (Rom.
8:20-22). However, if evolution is true, there must have
been millions of deaths before man came on the
scene. In the evolutionary scheme, man is the resuft
of years of death and struggle, but the Bible says man
is the cause of it.

Perhaps, however, the most important aspect for
Christians to think through is the logical implication
that follows in rejecting the accuracy of the first
chapters of Genesis. If Adam was not a real man, and
did not literally fall into sin, there is no need of a Savior
and the whole New Testament becomes meaningless.

Let us not try to ground our beliefs in the quicksand
of changing scientific theories. We do not need to com-
promise what the Bible says about man to fit “‘modern
scientific thought.”” As we shall see later in this issue,
modern thought is very speculative and is based on
very little evidence anyway.

In the image
of God?










S¥Xa._  Recent Events _~~3¥

B Corvallis, OR: 5 presentations at 3 different
churches, 4 school lectures, 1 teacher’s workshop, 1
all day seminar. Thanks again to the people at Zion
Lutheran for their hard work to make this a well-
organized, effective week.

B Cimarron, CO: All day seminar at Youth With a
Mission Discipleship Training School. We appreciated
the interest and questions that kept us going overtime.

B Loma, CO: Mini-seminar at Loma Community
Church. We were pleased with the good turn-out from
this small farming community.

B Scottsdale, AZ: Full week-end seminar at Calvary
Church of the Valley. The obvious warmth and
receptivity for the message were encouraging.

B Loveland, CO: All day seminar at All Saint’s
Episcopal Church. Many good questions were raised.

B Fort Collins, CO: Colorado State University. We
appreciated the thinking and interest demonstrated by
the students who gave up a Saturday night to attend.
(12 hours of lecture, 2 hours of questions!)

B Montrose, CO: All day seminar, at Trinity Chris-
tian Academy. We were encouraged by the many
young people in attendance.

B Grand Junction, CO: Public school sixth graders.
Dave chailenged the students to evaluate evidence
and think for themselves.

B Grand Junction, CO: Field trips to nearby dinosaur
fossil sites for 3 different groups. It’s fun to see geology
come alive for people.

If you have written to us recently and not received a
reply yet, now you know why! It seems impossible to
keep up when you're working a full-time job and doing
presentations on the weekends. For those of you who
have sent donations but not received a receipt yet,
thanks so much. We do appreciate your help!

Alpha Qmega
Institute

P.O. Box 4343
Grand Junction, CO 81502
(303) 245-5906

Would you like additional information
about any one of the condensed articles
or on another subject that we haven't even
touched upon as yet? Write to us and we
will gladly send you some.
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¥ Videotape Planned .~ &

It has become very obvious that we cannot person-
ally keep up with the need for seminars. Many people
have suggested that we videotape our seminar to
make it more readily available. We are planning to pro-
duce a creationism series that could be used in a vari-
ety of ways, but particularly designed for high school
or adult Sunday school classes. We hope to include
a student study guide and complete teacher’s guide.
If you are interested in this project, we would certainly
like to hear from you. Any suggestions on topics, for-
mat, etc. would be most helpful. Also, we would cer-
tainly appreciate financial donations to help with the
cost of producing the series.

. Upcoming Events 23

June: Research in preparing for videotaping.

July 8-12: YWAM Discipleship Training School,
Anastasis, Victoria, BC.

July 17-29: Teacher’s Workshop and research at
the Institute for Creation Research,
San Diego, CA

Aug. 10-15: YWAM Discipleship Training School,
High Park Ranch, Cimarron, CO

Aug. 17-22: Family Camp at Camp Redcloud, Lake
City, CO. Get your reservation in soon!
We hope to see you there for a week
of fun, fellowship, and learning.
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