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“Owl Hooting” Adventures
(by Mary Jo Nutting)

It all started several years ago when Dorothy Hahn
invited me to go along with her on an “owl hooting”
adventure. Dorothy was working as a biology field as-
sistant for the BLM at the time. Among other things,
her duties included doing an owl survey on the
Uncompaghre Plateau. So, one fine summer day, off
we went to count owls!

The technique was to go out well
after dark, find a clearing near the edge
of a wooded area, play tape-record-
ings of various owl “hoots,” and wait
for the owls to swoop in. Sadly to say,
no owls answered our calls that night,
but it did get us started on many more
unsuccessful, but interesting “‘owl-hoot-
ing” adventures. (I’ve often wondered if
“owl hooting” isn’t a bit like snipe hunt-
ing!)

Things often happen when you least ex-
pect them, though. One cloudy evening last
September, Dorothy and I were walking in a
beautiful wooded area near the Colorado River.
As we crossed the bridge over the canal, we were
“gabbing” as usual and watching the path in front
of our feet. All of a sudden, a huge owl flew from it’s
perch on the rail of the bridge not more than 4 or 5 feet
away from us. As it flew off powerfully and gracefully,
we watched in awe, grateful for the opportunity to see
the beautiful bird, but disappointed that we had not
been more alert as we walked.

How often do we miss what God has placed in our
paths because we are so engrossed in our own concerns
we forget to look up? Scripture tells us, “The earth is
the Lord’s and the fullness thereof; the world, and they
that dwell therein.” (Ps. 24:1) God’s wonders are all
around us -- trees, grass, flowers, clouds, sunshine,
gentle breezes, howling winds, birds, bees, wooly
worms, and even owls. How often do we really stop to
see what He has made and thank Him for it?

Even sadder than our carelessness in noticing what
He has made, though, is our slowness to see Him and
acknowledge and thank Him for His presence in every
aspect of our lives. It’s so easy to get caught up in our
own concerns and to think about Him as “way out
there” someplace in space, that we fail to rec-
ognize His nearness. We struggle and search
for wisdom and seek for evidence of His
intimate presence in our lives. Are we
so tied up with our struggle to know
Him and discover His will, that we
fail to recognize that He’s right here

all the time and His wisdom is avail-
able to us just for the asking?
Lord, “open our eyes,” our
physical and our spiritual eyes, and
help us “look up” -- look up to You
in faith and gratefulness. May we ap-
preciate You and the wonderful world
You have made for us to enjoy. Thank
You for Your bountiful goodness, Your infi-
nite wisdom, and Your intimate involvement in all our
days. We love You, Lord, our Creator, Redeemer, Pro-
vider, and Friend.












