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Public High School Debate

by Dave and Mary Jo Nutting

We recently had an opportunity to take part in a
three-day series oflectures and a debate atatop rank-
ing high school. It was very apparent that this school
was well-staffed with ardent evolutionary science in-
structors (like most public high schools today). What
was particularly disconcerting was how far the students
inthis schoot have been carried along by the evolution-
ary indoctrination. Although we didn't poll them, judg-
ing from the comments and questions, a high percent-
age of these students already held atheistic beliefs.
Many of these 14-18 year olds could not even com-
prehend the concept of a God who created, let alone
respond to Him.

If the tactics of one of the teachers are indicative
of the rest of the staff, it would be clear why so many
of the students have an atheistic bent. This teacher
insisted on taking the last 5 minutes of the question
time after one of the presentations for his own
‘““questions.”’ He then systematically tore apart one of
the creationists’ presentations without leaving any time
for rebuttal. Later Mary Jo confronted him and told him,
“You know we have answers for almost all of those
questions.” He finally admitted, ‘| knew what | was
doing and | did it on purpose.” That was dirty pool
but he didn’t seem to care. We did have answers to
those questions — he knew it but wanted the students
to think we had none! Is it any wonder the students
believe as they do?

This same teacher was the moderator for the debate
on the last afternoon. To put it mildly, we were rather
concerned that the debate would be a set-up. We were
pleasantly surprised that he did a fair job of
moderating. The auditorium was packed with students,
teachers, and some other community members. The
three creationists held to the scientific facts and the
supporting evidences, dealing primarily with the fossil
record, the laws of thermodynamics and evidence of
bias in data interpretation. As usual in a debate, the

ihree evolutionists spouted a lot of philosophy and
derogatory remarks with little actual data. Hopefully
the students could see through the smoke-screen and
realize they presented very little substance beyond
their verbal abuses. From our point of view the debate
was quite successful.

The students in this public high school at least got
to hear some creationists firsthand. That's one step
ahead of most. Unfortunately, the committed evolu-
tionary teachers will have the rest of the school year
to distort what we said with their own one-sided
approach. Our hearts cry out for the students as they
face this kind of indoctrination day after day!

Did Kangaroos Hop To Australia? (See Spotlight on
Science)












