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Greek or Jew

by Dave and Mary Jo Nutting

It is important in evangelism to tailor your
approach to the particular needs of the individuals
you are trying to reach. Paul recognized this and
used varying approaches accordingly, while all
along presenting the central message of salva-
tion by faith in Jesus Christ. It is informative to
look at his varying approaches with the Greeks
and the Jews.

With the Jews, Paul presented Jesus as the
Messiah, the Savior for Whom they had been
waiting. He used the Scriptures and evidences
from Jesus’ life to prove that He really was the
Christ. The Greeks, however, did not accept the
Old Testament and knew nothing of the promised
Messiah. Thus, with the Greeks, Paul first began
by teaching them about God, the Creator, show-
ing them the futility of worshipping things of nature
and calling them to repentance. (See Acts
17:22-31.)

Our western society for many years has been
dominated by the Judeo-Christian culture. People
for the most part have been familiar with biblical
teaching, and most at least have believed in a
Creator. The situation is rapidly changing,
however. In many ways our society is rapidly
becoming more like the ancient Greek culture
than the Jewish one. With the complete domina-
tion of evolutionary humanism in our schools and
media, many students are growing up with virtu-
ally no exposure to the Bible. They are being
taught that evolution can explain the origin of life
without the need of a God. Evolution has become
the scientific justification (‘‘excuse!”’) for rejecting
God. The concept of sin has little meaning to indi-
viduals raised in the philosophy of moral relativism
and situation ethics where there are no absolutes
and man is the measure of all. In such a society,
the preaching of the cross is seen as foolishness
(I Cor. 1:23).

So what can we do? We can begin as Paul did
with the teaching of creation. We can show people
the bankruptcy of the evolution model and pre-
sent them with the positive evidence for creation.
We can “‘reason with them’ as Paul did, trying
to persuade them concerning the truth of the
Scriptures. And then, by all means, we can pre-
sent them with the claims of Christ, and challenge
them to repent and willingly submit to His Lordship
in their lives.

This may seem like a round-about way to pre-
sent the gospel, but with some it is extremely
necessary. If the seed of God’s Word is to ger-
minate and take root in an individual, it must fall
on prepared ground. Creation evangelism is one
tool which the Holy Spirit is using in these days
to prepare the ground in many stony hearts. We
praise God that He has equipped us with this tool,
and our desire is to help equip others that many
may come to the saving knowledge of our great
Creator and Savior.
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Some sow, some reap . ..
Some pick up rocks.
(See Notes & Quotes)









European Outreach Update

Everywhere we have gone in Europe, evolution has
beaten us there. It is presented as “proven fact” as much
and probably more than in the United States. Most of the
people here have never heard an alternative to evolution
even in the churches. At the time of our writing this in West
Germany, we have been in Europe for 3%z months and have
112 months to go. (Actually we will probably be on our way
home as you read this.)

During the past two months we have been speaking
through interpreters in ltaly, Greece and Germany. That has
been a new and interesting experience. We certainly hope
the translation has been accurate. Even though we do not
speak their language, we have really enjoyed the opportunity
to get to know people in other cultures. It's quite a challenge
just to communicate, but well worth the effort.

We have been much encouraged by the believers we’ve
met, but much saddened by the spiritual need here in
Europe. People seem to be caught either in superstitions,
ritualistic religion or in atheism, agnosticism and materialism.
in Rome we've seen people crawling up the *‘holy stairs”
on their knees, hoping to earn their way to heaven. Others
we talked with completely rejected God. Europe is truly a
spiritually needy continent. There are so few true believers
and such a lack of Bible-preaching churches. Piease pray
for us and for any others you know who are ministering in
Europe.

Healthwise we are doing OK except for a disease we
picked up called “Letteritis”’. The symptoms include a com-
pelling desire to open mail — anyone’s mail. It includes
empty and hollow-eyed staring at mailboxes. There is also
a tendency to write letters and read them five times before
mailing. The only known cure for us is a full mailbox upon
our return home. So we hope you will all be part of the cure!

Science Fair Report

Participants from the Grand Junction area and from as
far away as Montrose and Moab, Utah came to see the in-
teresting and imaginative displays of seventy students par-
ticipating in the 2nd Annual Alpha Omega Science Fair held
February 28 at New Horizons Christian School. We even
received some time on local T.V. and a picture in the local
newspaper. Everyone participating had a wonderful time
showing off what they had learned and seeing what other
friends are studying.

—Dorothy Hahn

Alpha Qmega
Institute

P.O. Box 4343
Grand Junction, CO 81502
(303) 245-5906
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Begin Planning Now For Next Summer’s
Exciting Creation Vacations 1989
* Kk k k Kk K

CAMP REDCLOUD
Family Mountain Adventure Aug. 13-18
Singles Mountain Adventure Aug. 20-25
Full Creation Seminar
plus
Exciting Recreational Program
Whitewater Canoeing Mountain Biking 4-Wheel Drive Tour

Horseback Riding Rappelling Trout Fishing
Truly The Time of Your Life

* k ok Kk K *
CAMP ID-RA-HA-JE

Mountain Science Experience Aug. 6-11
Designed Specifically for Homeschoolers

‘‘Hands On”’ Science and Creation Seminar
plus
Fishing  Hiking Volleyball Ping Pong Basketball  Foosball

* k k k k *

For more information on these camps, merely write the word
CAMP and your return address on the enclosed envelope
and mail it.
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