Think

L REERE

\ A Publication of Alpha Omega Institute

July/Aug. 1984: Vol. 1 No. 2 j

Your Bias is Showing!
By Dave Nutting

Are evolutionists biased? How about creationists?
In order to illustrate bias in dealing with scientific facts
or data, let me share an incident in my own life, when |
still firmly believed in evolution.

Everyone is aware that according to evolutionary
theory, man and dinosaur never lived at the same time.
They were supposed to have been separated in history
by at least 65 million years. During my first year of col-
lege, a man brought a real oddity to the local rock shop
—an arrowhead embedded in a petrified dinosaur verte-
bra. Even though | was only a few blocks away from the
fossil, | never bothered to go in to the rock shop to look
at the “reputed oddity.” | was 100% convinced that it was
nothing but a hoax. Afterall, everybody “knew” that men
and dinosaurs never lived together! Why should | waste
my time on a hoax? Therefore, | never allowed myself to
look at the evidence!

Was that scientific objectivity? Of course it wasn't, yet
| felt perfectly obligated to come to that position be-
cause the find of an arrowhead embedded in a dinosaur
vertebra didn’t fit my pre-conceived ideas, or just plain
old bias. | later learned that an amateur paleontologist
pronounced it as a genuine arrowhead, but declared the
petrified vertebra to be that of a crocodile instead of a
dinosaur. What was the main basis for his diagnosis?
You guessed it — a preconceived idea that men and
dinosaurs never existed at the same time — therefore
it had to be from a crocodile. The explanation seems to
work, yet it still remains an oddity since the fossil was
found in Jurassic strata, where dinosaur fossils are
abundant. Except for the arrowhead, this specimen
would certainly have been identified as a dinosaur age
vertebra.

An arrowhead embedded in a
petrified dinosaur vertebra?

Much of science is dealt with in exactly the same way,
as evidenced by the refusal of evolutionists to consider
what the creationists are saying. The unfortunate thing
is that most people do not recognize that they have a
bias. I had a bias when | was an evolutionist even though
| didn't believe that | had one at the time. Now that | am
a creationist, | don't have a bias, do 1? Of course | do! I'm
biased toward viewing science from a creationist posi-
tion. The only difference is that now | recognize that
bias and realize | can't let it override scientific investi-
gation. It takes a conscious effort to ask how my bias is
affecting my decisions as a scientist.

Unfortunately, my previous bias as an evolutionist
kept me from seeing a very important fossil. The rock
shop has since sold the specimen. How much | wouid
like to find the person who has it! The details are not
important now. What is important is not to allow bias to
dictate what we will or will not consider. That can be
disastrous not only for evolutionists, but also for
creationists,

Did man and dinosaur live at
the same time?









S Opportunities To Help_.~ ¥

We need regular personal support

O Donations at presentations generally cover
ordinary travel expenses, but do not begin to
cover living expenses such as food, housing,
etc. Can we rely on you to help with our
personal support for this full time ministry?

An opportunity arises

O A computer has been offered to us at an ex-
tremely reduced price. This has full word-
processing capabilities with several programs
and a letter quality printer with both sheet and
envelope feeders. The total package is only
$1700. This equipment would be a tremendous
aid for us in writing and research and would
save countless hours of valuable time. If you
would like to help in this purchase, please
indicate so on your donation.

Prayer hotline

O Your prayers are greatly appreciated. Pray
specifically for health and safety as we travel,
and for God’s wisdom as we study and speak.
Also pray for ability to endure a hectic sched-
ule and unsettled conditions as we meet this
fall’s activities.
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Since May 27, our speaking tour has included over
25 groups in 8 states, including 3 all day seminars and
the taping of a half hour television program. Itis exciting
to see how God is working presently and with
numerous opportunities for future presentations.

In southern Minnesota, a “cold contact” to a church
demonstrated God’s perfect timing. They had just
begun a Sunday School class entitled, “Dinosaurs,
Cave Men and the Bible.” We arrived just in time to
assist the pastor with planning the program, with books
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and audio-visual aids, as well as speaking in 2 classes
and 2 evening services. We are looking forward to
working more with this pastor as he uses creation sci-
ence to minister to university students in his area.

On the cloudier side, car repairs seemed to plague the
northern part of our trip. Not only did our Volkswagen
van suffer a major engine attack (requiring a total re-
build or replacement), but the vehicle we bought to tow
the van needed a whole new transmission after only
1600 miles. When it rains, it pours! Hopefully we will be
able to get the van fixed and sell the other car in San
Diego. We are thankful in all this car trouble for good
health and safety and that we were still able to keep our
speaking schedule.

e Upcoming Events ¥

July 23 - August 25 San Diego area, additional work
at the Institute for Creation Re-
search; several presentations
pending

Family Camp, Camp Id-Ra-
Ha-Je, Somerset, CO. Contact
Dale Smith, (303) 929-5221
Weekend Seminar, Montrose, CO
Trinity Reformed Presbyterian
Church. Contact Peter Rich,
(303) 249-1053

Weekend Seminar, Vernal, UT
Contact Herb Stonemen, (801)
789-7343

New Horizons Church, Grand
Junction, CO. Contact church
staff, (303) 243-2484

Weekend Seminar, New Horizons
Church, Grand Junction, CO
Contact church staff, (303) 243-
2484

September 1-3

September 14-16

September 21-22

September 23

September 29

We are currently scheduling seminars, presentations
and school meetings for the fall and next year. Contact
us if you would like to schedule something and we will
send you the necessary information.
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