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“Prehistoric Journey”
(by Dave and Mary Jo Nutting)

In the May/June 1992 issue of
Think and Believe, we discussed the
$6 million evolution exhibit proposed
by the Denver Muscum of Natural
History. This was to be an “evolution-
ary leap” in exhibits. Visitors would
walk through clectronicaiiy-controlled
exhibits immersed in fog, sounds,
smells. and breezes. Developers were
hoping to depict ancient environments
in a journey through 3.5 billion vears of
evolutionary history in a way that
would impact even “numb parents and
hyperactive kids.” (Rocky Mountain
News. {RMN) 4/12/92)

The exhibit officially opened
October 21. 1995 (to the tune of $7.7
million). When we toured it, we did
indeed see “numb parents” (and
teachers) and “hyperactive kids.” We
heard plenty of sounds ot evolutionary
indoctrination, but the only fog we saw
was foggy logic: the only smell we
noticed was a fishy odor of the lack of
evidence for evolution; and the only
breeze we felt was a cold chill realizing
how much work we have left to do. We
saw lots of evidence of speculation and
artistic imagination. What we did not
see was evidence of evolution!

The Prehistoric Journey begins
with an imaginative video depicting as
fact the evolutionary origin of Earth
and life. Then the “Trail through Time”

leads to artistic dioramas which
curator, Richard Stucky, says are “like
snapshots of the past.” (RMN 10/20/
95) Adjoining exhibits contain the
supposed “evidence™ upon which the
dioramas are based.

Stucky admits that “itisn’t exactly
perfect” and that paleontology is a
young and still in exact science. He
admits that “Some things we had to
infer [and other times] we had to guess.
But we looked at the natural world
today and the patterns of evolution, and

this is as close as we can get to what the
world looked like all those millions of
years ago. ... We want people to see and
understand what the fossil evidence is
telling us about the history of life. [Ed:
Talking fossils?! See Spotlight on
Science] We’re not trying to convince
them that we’re absolutely right about

everything, we just want to show them
what we think we’ve leamned, based on
the best evidence we can gather.”

The trouble is, children and adults
alike come to museums to learn about
the real world and real scientific
knowledge. Nothing in the Prehistoric
Journey dioramas would indicate to
visttors that this is in fact an imaginary
excursion into fantasy land. They look

Just as “real” as the dioramas of

existing ccological zones and visitors
are led to believe that scientists “"know™
all these things with a high degree of
certainty. In fact, we heard numerous
parents and teachers “explaining™ to
their kids that ““this is what happened.™

For many pcople. visiting a
muscum is almosi a religious experi-
ence where they bow at the altar of
evolution and “science.” Note the
almost reverent mood i this RMN
statement: “To appreciate the myster-
ies of Prehistoric Journey. you need
quict and relative solitude. ... This is, at
heart, a deeply thought-provoking

journey, unsettling in its ability to put

homo sapiens in their place as a recent
footnote in the vast development of life
on this planct.”

Itis estimated that over 75 million
peopie will visit this “secular temple”
over the next 50 years. How many will
be led astray by speculation and
artistic imagination presented as
scientific fact? Don’t you be taken
captive!












