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Miracles and Science

by Dave and Mary Jo Nutting

In our day of modern science, have miracles
been shown to be “‘scientifically impossible?’’ The
answer to this question depends upon your defini-
tion of the word miracle, and your basic
philosophical assumptions about the universe.
“Miracle” is defined in Funk and Wagnall’s Dic-
tionary as ‘““An event that appears to be neither
a part nor result of any known natural law or
agency and is therefore often attributed to a
supernatural or divine source.”

There are many events that may appear on the
surface to be miraculous, but upon further investi-
gation a perfectly reasonable naturalistic explana-
tion may be discovered. Sometimes it may be
many years before this discovery is made, so
many “miracles’ may be due simply to our limited
understanding of natural events. At other times
“miraculous’ events may be the result of nothing
more than incomplete or mistaken observations
or statistically rare events.

While many “miracles’’ can be explained away
on the basis of the above explanations, the ques-
tion remains as to whether any true miracles are
possible. Obviously, for an atheist miracles are
seen as impossible. Everything must be explained
by materialistic, naturalistic means. However, if
God exists, miracles are possible, since He is not
bound by *“‘natural law’’ and can thus intervene
in the course of natural and human events as He
chooses. As Dr. Henry Morris says, “If God exists,
miracles can happen, and if the Bible is true, they
have happened.”

We believe the Bible is true and God does exist.
(For further discussion, see Josh McDowell's
Evidence That Demands a Verdict.) Therefore, we
also believe miracles can and have happened.
However, they have been done for a definite pur-
pose. God is a God of order. He has created this

universe and instituted various ‘‘natural laws”
under which it normally operates, but if and when
He chooses He can intervene in His creation
according to His purpose. In the Bible, miracles
seem to have been done to confirm the spoken
word of God or His prophet, to meet serious
human need, or to advance God’s purposes on
earth. God is a God of miracles. The universe had
its beginning as a resulit of God’s miraculous crea-
tion. It continues under His providential care and
will someday be replaced by the ‘““new heavens
and the new earth, in which righteousness dwells”
(Il Peter 3:13). By God’s grace and through the
death and resurrection of His Son all who believe
will have a part in that new creation, and that’s
the greatest miracle of all.

(Ref: Henry M. Morris, 1984, The Biblical Basis
for Modern Science, Chp. 3)
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European Outreach Update

Greetings from Europe! By the time you receive this
we should be over halfway through our European
Outreach. We praise God for His faithfulness and
protection.

We have been reminded over and over again of the
spiritual needs here in Europe. This was especially
apparent to us in Ireland. At one college, the GEM
missionary told us there are only 3 known Christians
in an entire student body of 2500. We were pleased
with the results of our 5-day seminar there. While
numbers were not overwhelming, several non-believers
attended the entire seminar and asked many good
questions. We pray that God will use this information
to break down barriers and prepare the ground for the
gospel.

We have been much encouraged by the Fellowships
of local believers. So many are new Christians and
are very eager to learn. One night, after speaking to
a local fellowship group, we were waiting for the train
to take us home. The train was very late, and while
we waited a lady came down. Ironically, as we talked,
she told us she used to teach Genetics and Evolution
at the university level. We talked with her for aimost
an hour before the train finally arrived. isn'’t it just like
God to delay a whole train system that one person may
have the opportunity to hear? Pray that this incident
will be a “link in the chain’ for her salvation.

We would appreciate your continued prayer. We
need God’s protection, guidance, and provision. We
have had several close calls aiready and have been
fighting various ilinesses. Pray too that God will open
many more opportunities for us to share with people
as we travel the trains. Pray too for boldness and
sensitivity on our part. Thanks for standing with us.
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For Next Summer’s
Exciting Creation Vacations

1989
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CAMP REDCLOUD
Family Mountain Adventure Aug. 13-18
~ Singles Mountain Adventure Aug. 20-25
Full Creation Seminar
plus
Exciting Recreational Program
Whitewater Canoeing Mountain Biking
Horseback Riding Rappelling
4-Wheel Drive Tour Trout Fishing
Truly The Time of Your Life
* k& *x * Kk K

CAMP ID-RA-HA-JE
Mountain Science Experience Aug. 6-11
Designed Specifically for Homeschoolers
‘“‘Hands On”’ Science and Creation Seminar
plus

Fishing Hiking Voileyball
Ping Pong Basketball Foosball

* *x k k k *
For more information on these camps, merely
write the word CAMP and your return address on
the enclosed envelope and mail it.
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