
school and practically everywhere 
else they turn. 
	 Some students may carry a few 
“pepper spray” facts and Bible verses 
to help ward off the attack, but they 
are still basically un-armed for the 
continuous assault on their faith from 
all sides. Though some proponents 
of evolution take a “live and let live” 
policy, others verbally “attack” and 
ñmaulò the ýrst student who tries to 
stand up for the truth of Creation and 
the Bible. Unfortunately, a high per-
centage of students don’t survive the 
incessant indoctrination, and end up 
as casualties by the time they graduate.
	 Though we would have liked to 
continue our solo hike in Glacier, 

there is strength in numbers. 
Hiking alone is risky, and 
that goes for all of us in the 
battle of worldviews. So arm 
yourself and your family well 
through prayer, study, and the 
Word. Be sure you know how 

to use your “pepper spray” 
accurately and effectively. 

But even then don’t try 
to “hike alone” through 
life. Team up with oth-
ers and stick together 
as you hike through 

“bear country.” 

For the weapons of our 
warfare are not carnal, 
but are mighty in God 
for pulling down strong-
holds.  2 Cor 10:4

continued up the trail with 3 other 
couples. To our dismay, we were 
stopped a mile uphill by another 
park ranger. He informed us that 
the trail was now ofýcially closed, 
and that for our safety (and that of 
the bears) he had been assigned to 
escort all hikers back down the trail 
as a group. Our nice quiet hike to a 
beautiful high altitude glacial lake was 
ended. Instead, we became part of a noisy 
“forced march” with 50 people shouting, 
“Hey bear.” and “Go away, bear.” 
	 One gnawing concern I had with 
this large group of people was imag-
ining what would have happened if 
a grizzly bear would have attacked. 
I’m not sure how much damage 
the bear would have inþicted 
compared to the mass panic 
with everyone þailing around, 
stampeding, and, of course, 
spraying pepper spray at the 
bear or accidentally into the 
wind or at each other! A bear 
with a sense of humor may 
have faked a charge just 
to watch the pandemo-
nium!
	 It certainly was 
a blessing to see 7 
bears from God’s 
marvelous creation 
so close. However, 
this incident makes 
me think about all the 
students who are right now 
surrounded by the “grizzly 
bears” of naturalistic, 
evolutionary teaching at 
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Surrounded by Grizzly Bears
by Dave Nutting

What’s it like to be surrounded 
by 7 grizzly bears? This sum-

mer, Mary Jo and I found out. We 
had been speaking at Glacier Mead-
ow Lodge, a new creation-based 
camp on the east side of Glacier 
National Park. The camp direc-
tor loaned us his pepper spray as a 
precaution against bear attacks while 
hiking in the park. 
	 Armed with our pepper spray, we 
drove to the trailhead and launched 
out to enjoy God’s beautiful creation. 
About an hour up the trail, we ran 
into a “bear jam” – a small group of 
hikers watching two grizzlies on the 
mountainside just above us. Before 
long, another grizzly and 2 cubs 
crossed the trail. Then another mama 
with one cub appeared. The bear 
with the 2 cubs circled above us, 
and came down on the trail behind 
us. Yikes! We were surrounded on 
3 sides by 7 bears (some as close as 
30 yards away), and thick brush on 
the downhill side. One can of pepper 
spray wouldn’t have gone very far if 
these bears had gotten aggressive. 
	 Two people in the “bear jam” 
happened to be off-duty park rang-
ers who “comforted” us with the fact 
that there has never yet been a bear 
attack in Glacier on a group of 4 or 
more people. My quick calculation 
of  7 bears times 4 people didn’t 
bring too much assurance, but I kept 
those ýgures to myself to help pre-
vent panic.
	 Finally, the bear with the one cub 
wandered into the brush, and we 
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