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THE EXERCISE OF FAITH

By Terry Bridgman, Guest Writer

Most readers of this newsletter are aware of the
importance of the creation ministry in our churches,
personal lives, and especially as a witnessing tool in a
society that is becoming more and more dominated by
evolutionary thought. One unsettling fact of our
present situation is that many within the church do not
recognize this importance and in fact practically
dismiss it altogether. It has been one thing for me to
be aware from an intellectual standpoint of the
compromise within the church -- quite another to
experience it as I've met with many pastors in recent
months. We must keep in perspective the importance
God places on honoring Him as Creator and honoring
His Word as revealed.

Hebrews, Chapter 11, is just one of many records
God uses to show His emphasis on creation. This is
the "great faith chapter,” where all the "ancients” were
commended for their faith in God. Note that each of
these people acted on their faith thus showing it was
not dead (James 2:17). We see that Abel offered,
Noah built, Abraham obeyed and went, Moses left
Egypt, Rahab welcomed the spies, and so on. But pay
attention to verse 3 which introduces all this. Although
it contains the first of some twenty "by faiths," it is
rarely emphasized as we quickly skip on to those great
examples of faith from the Old Testament. However,
the word "we" is listed before the others when it says
it is by faith we understand God is Creator.

This verse also tells us how we are to act on this
faith: "by faith we understand." The others listed in
this great chapter exercised one or more of their body
parts in a physical way in response to their faith --
Noah hammered and sawed, the people marched
through the sea, and Abel sacrificed. We, however,
are to exercise our minds to understanding.

We must understand evolution is a belief system in
opposition to God’'s Word. It interprets facts on the
basis of its beliefs and biases -- facts which otherwise
offer little or no support. We must also understand
our thinking begins with God’s Words -- not men’s.
In Genesis 1 we find that "God created" -- of this we
are certain (Hebrews 11:1). By exercising our mind in
response, we begin to understand its truth. Our
understanding is imperative because the "flood" facing
us is from the intellect of those who either reject God
or compromise His Word. By exercising our minds we
attain the understanding of His truth as revealed in His
Word and supported by His Creation. This is our
defense and ark in a hostile world.

[Ed. Thanks for your insight, Terry. -- Dave & Mary Jo Nutting]
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(See Spotlight on Science)












